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ANNUAL MEETING REPORT 

MOUNTAIN BOARD APPOINTS 
ED HEATH ACTING DIRECTOR 

At its scheduled meeting in conjunction with the 

Annual Meeting of Members of the Mountain on November 

2nd, THE MOUNTAIN Board announced the appointment of 

Ed Heath as Acting Director. 

The following statement was read to those attending 

the Annual Meeting by Board Vice President Walt Pirie: 

"As some of you know, the Wheelers have announced that 

they are separating. When that unfortunate situation 

was made known to us, each of the Wheeler's initially 

said that he or she wished to be considered for the 

~'rectorship for next year. 

T "After 6 years of dynamic, successful leadership 

from the two of them, the Board clearly had a very tough 

situation to resolve. 

"For the past two days, the Board has met, sometimes 

alone, sometimes with the Directors. The decision was 

finally made that the best immediate solution was to 

bring in an Acting Director and give the Board a more 

adequate period to fill the permanent Director's 

position. Ed Heath has agreed to accept the Board's 

request to be Acting Director for the next several 

months. To a large extent, the Wheeler I s have been cen

tral to the foundation and success of THE MOUNTAIN and 

this transition will' be difficult for them, for us, 

and for the membership. Dur love and concern for them 

in their transition is clear and strong, and we look 

forward to their continued involvement in THE MOUNTAIN 

community. 

''rhe Board appreciates Ed's willingness to step in 

and accept this temporary and difficult assignment, 

demonstrating once more his commitment to serving THE 

MOUNTAIN. We know that with your continued support 

for THE MOUNTAIN and its leadership, Ed's stewardship 

will be successful." 

Also attending the Executive session board meetings 

were Atlanta psychologist Carole Light and UUA District 

Executive Bob Hill. Of these meetings, which lasted 

for two days and nights, Bob Hill has written the follow

ing summation: 
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DIRECTORS CORNER 

The decision to end a 22 year old marriage is never 

easy or pleasant. Ours has been complicated by our 

mutual commitment to THE MOUNTAIN. Nevertheless, we 

have begun a period of a year's separation, which is 

the only way to become divorced in the state of North 
Carolina. 

We both love THE MOUNTAIN and want you to know that 

neither of us feels it is responsible for our divorce. 

We brought to THE MOUNTAIN the issues over which we 

have been unable to reach a compromise. They have not 

been resolved and have led to our separation. 

We are sorry if we have let you down. We hope you 

will forgive us and help THE MOUNTAIN to move forward 

to an even brighter future under the leadership of Ed 
Heath. 

fYlJ & LARRY WHEELER 

ANO FRO~ THE NEW ACTING DIRECTOR 

When Anne and I first visited THE MOUNTAIN six years 

ago we knew that it would be a special place for us. 

Eventually we hoped that it would be our home. That 

dream was realized when we accepted positions on the 

permanent staff last spring. 

Now THE MOUNTAIN is experiencing a substantial 

change. Our most heartfelt thanks go to Mo and Larry 

for their monumental work and accomplishments. Dur 

best wishes go with them. 

As Acting Director I will rely greatly on the "cast 

of thousands" that are also so important to THE 

MOUNTAIN. Working together, we can be sure that the 

dream of THE MOUNTAIN will continue to grow and be 

shared for generations to come. 

ED HEATH 



Winter - Spring 
Programs 

CHRISTMAS ON THE MOUNTAIN 
Have you always wanted to spend Christmas at THE 
MOUNTAIN, but couldn't because family traditions were 
even more important? Now's your chance to have 
Christmas at home AND have Christmas at THE MOUNTAIN 
too. The weekend of DECEl'EER 20-24 we' 11 have our 
traditional tree trimming and a candlelight service. 
DECEPBER 24-31 we will r.elebrate the Christmas holiday 
with THE MOUNTAIN family. Bring your family to enjoy 
the good fellowship and fun of Christmas on THE 
MOUNTAIN. 

TRAINING FOR YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
Tull IIEEKEMJS - DECEl'l3ER 20-22 and FEBRUARY 28 - MARCH 2 

A workshop to learn THE MOUNTAIN's successful approach 
to working with youth. Learn skills to improve inter
personal relationships, become more effective leaders, 
and win the cooperation of children and teens. Trans
portation from Atlanta will be provided for $15 per 
person. Total cost is $88. 50. Scholarships are 
available. Contact THE MOUNTAIN for details. 
Successful completion of this workshop qualifies for 
credit under THE MOUNTAIN's Staff Incentive Program. 

NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATION 
DECE1'13ER 31 - JAMJARY 3 
Help us welcome 1986 with a safe and sane family 
celebration of New Year's Eve. What better place 
could there be to spend this special time of year? 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY - We are always full! 

HALLEY'S COMET/LOBSTER WEEKENDS 
PLANNED FOR MARCH & APRIL 

Halley's Comet 1986 debut on the Southern 
horizon will make THE MOUNTAIN an ideal place for 
unobstructed viewing. Our experts tell us the comet 
will be visible to the naked eye in late March and 
early April. Of course, viewing will be even better 
through our telescope. 

March 28-30 and April 4-6 have been selected 
for this once-in-a--lifetime chance to see Halley's 
Comet. 

The March 28-30 weekend will be extra special 
with a live Maine Lobster Saturday night dinner (steak 
as an alternative). When you register, specify number 
of lobsters and steaks at a cost of $7. 50 each on 
top of regular rates. 

On Easter Sunday we will celebrate with our 
annual Sunrise Service ~nd Egg Hunt. 

SKI SCALY THIS WINTER 

The Scaly Mountain Ski Area is located only 
3 miles from THE MOUNTAIN and the owners, Gene and 
Susan Head, have been most helpful in working wit' 
us and our guests. For this winter, some special
programs include: 
IIEEKOAY PACKAGES 
Guests of THE MOUNTAIN will be able to ski for special 
low rates Monday through Friday. The adult lift 

. ticket will be $1 0, equipment (skis, boots, poles) 
rental $5. 23, and a lesson $5 for a total of only 
$20.23. 

THE MOUNTAIN will also have special room rates Sunday 
through Thursday nights during ski season - $10 per 
adult per night. This represents a savings of up 
to $8 per night. 

SPECIAL "Learn To Ski" Week 
Ski Scaly will participate in the nationwide "Learn 
To Ski" Week, January 27-31 (Monday-Friday). Rates 
will be at an all-time low: Lift Ticket - $5, Equip
ment Rental - $5.23, and Lesson - $5, for a total 
of $15.23. 

Dur weekends are filling up, so start making 
plans to visit us this winter. Enjoy skiing at Scaly 
Mountain, and being with other guests at THE MOUNTAIN 
partaking in wonderful meals, evenings around the 
fire~, ~e in the Lodge, hiking, etc. 

REGISTER NOW! 

******************************************************* 
TO REGISTER FOR ANY VISITS 

Send your name, address, phone number, first and last 
meals you plan to have with us, type of accommodations 
preferred and a $15 per adult deposit to THE MOUNTAIN, 
841 Highway 106, Highlands, NC 2B741. Your deposit 
is refundable up to 3 weeks prior to arrival. For 
more details call 704-526-5B3B. 
******************************************************* 

SPRING/SUMMER 86 - KEY DATES 
March 28-30 Halley's Comet/Lobster 

Bash Easter 
April 4-6 Halley's Comet Weekend 
May 9-11 Spring Fling 
May 23-25 Life Members Weekend 
May 26-31 Work Week 
June 1-6 Summerfest for Singles 
June 15-21 SR HI Arts & Sciences 
June 15-21 Ages 6-B Youth Camp 
June 22 - July 5 Senior High Camp 
June 29 - July 5 RE Training 
July 6-19 SR HI Work/Adventure 
July 6-19 Ages 7-11 Youth Camp 
July 20 - August 2 Ages 11-14 Youth Camp 
August 3-16 Ages 12-14 Junior High Camp 
August 10-16 Leadership School 
August 24-.3il Work \iJeek 



STAFF COMINGS & GOINGS 

We'll be missing John Hutchison who did such 
a fine job taking over in the maintenance department 
;n Steve Carter's absence. John will be doing private 

intracting in the Highlands area. We appreciate 
his many contributions to THE MOUNTAIN in the past 
two years. 

Steve and Evelyn Carter have moved to Asheville. 
We' re glad they are still not too far away and that 
Evelyn will still be available to serve as Crafts 
Director next summer. Evelyn is also one of our 
valued behind-the-scenes planners of the youth camps. 

Our summer staff was one of the finest we have 
ever had. We really appreciate all their hard work 
and long hours. It is very gratifying to see the 
growth of some of our staff members over the years. 

The winter staff is one of the largest and most 
talented that we have ever had. Barbara Moffitt will 
be taking over as Food Service Director for the next 
;ear, We are real pleased to have her make this 
commitment to our good eating at THE MOUNTAIN! 

Phyl and Norm Smith have moved from Atlanta and 
join the Development Department staff. We are glad 
to have them and their granddaughter, Jennifer, as 
part of THE MOUNTAIN family. 

TALLAHASSEE GROUP HONORS 
SALLY BELLAMY 

On November 21st, Planned Parenthood of 
Tallahassee will name their clinic in honor of their 
most active supporter, our own Sally Bellamy. 

Known to MOUNTAIN guests as our Social Director, 
Sally is also well known from Canada to Florida for 
her commitment to quality low-cost reproductive care 
and the preservation of reproductive freedom, 
especially in the area of sexuality education. 

Planned Parenthood of Tallahassee plans to honor 
Sally with a dinner-dance hosted by Red Barber and 
attended by her many friends and admirers. Congrat
ulations, Sally! 

THE TIME FOR STAFF TO APPLY IS NOW 
Write to THE MOUNTAIN today if you are interested 

in applying for a position on the staff from March 
1986 on, including next summer. Minimum age is 17. 

plan to make staff decisions earlier this year, 
your application needs to be in by the end of 

January. Join the wonderful group of people that makes 
it all happen! 

Continued From Page 1 ... 

"Our task was to help the Board members function 
in an orderly and sensitive manner as they moved toward 
solutions of the personnel problems before them. The 
Board met from 9 AM until near midnight on both Friday 
and Saturday. At issue were matters deeply affecting 
the lives of individuals and the future of THE MOUNTAIN. 
Often, the discussions, in executive session, were in
tense and emotion charged. 

"Fatigue came early and stayed on. The processes 
were sometimes ragged and imperfect. But, the commit
ment to a full and effective movement toward solutions 
was obvious. There were flashes of brilliance in the 
midst of stress. 

"When all the decisions were finally reached, my 
primary reaction was one of enhanced respect for the 
leadership of THE MOUNTAIN, both volunteer and pro
fessional. Grace under pressure was present to a much 
higher degree than I thought we had any right to hope 
for. 

''l!Jith a remarkable, capable Acting Director in place, 
the Board and the members and friends of THE MOUNTAIN 
have come through. The strength for whatever lies ahead 
is here." 

NEW JUNIOR HIGH CAMP 

Due to the growth of our Senior High Program, 
we have added a new Junior High Camp which will have 
a similar program as the Senior High Camp, but be for 
ages 12 to 14 or incoming 7th through 9th graders. 

Next summer's Senior High Camp will be for ages 
15 to 17 or 1 □th through 12th graders. We are sorry 
for the 14 year olds who thought they would be going 
to Senior High Camp next year, but we promise you a 
great camp - where ~ can be the oldest! See the 
schedule of dates and save your pennies! 

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATIONS WELCOME 

To assure your 
MOUNTAIN'S Youth Camp, 

child( ren) a place in THE 
send your registration fee of 

$95 now. Include your name and address, the name, 
sex, age and Fall 86 school grade of your child and 
session(s) preferred. The $95 is refundable up to 
3 weeks prior to camp. Two week camp costs for 1986 
are either $427 or $447. You will receive more 
details in late winter. 

IF YOU ARE COMING TO THE MOUNTAIN 
TH I S W I NTE R .. 

We would really appreciate your bringing old 
sheets and blankets ( or new ones) to use during your 
stay and then leaving them behind to help us restock 
our linen closet. 
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